Bennett Coleman & Co. Ltd

JULY 24,2011 | CAPITAL | PAGES 70 | INCLUDING TIMESLIFE! , CLASSIFIDES AND DELHI TIMES | TIMESOFINDIA.COM | EPAPER.TIMESOFINDIA.COM

*TIME

SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

JULY 24,2011

“HIVES CITY

Slum kids’ dogged pursuit makes them graduates

Children Of Daily Labourers And Domestic Workers, They Got NGO Backing And Supportive Classmates

Shreya Roy Chowdhury | Tnn

New Delhi: That they were
able to finish school is a big
deal. That they entered col-
lege and completed their
studies is an even bigger one.
Twenty-nine students from
different slums in Delhi had
joined colleges — public and
private — in 2008; one drop-
ped out but the remaining 28
graduate this year.
Supported by the Delhi-
basedNGO Asha, theyarethe
first in their families to go to
college, collect degrees, take
education loans and stay in
hostels. The sons and daugh-
ters of construction labour-
ers and domestic workers
have emerged as graduates
anddreamers. '
Rajender Das, 22, com-
pleted his Hindi (honours)
course at Ram Lal Anand
(evening) with a 48.5%. He
hasn’t cleared any of the en-
trance tests for mass commu-
nication and BEd he has writ-
ten but he’s still chipper. He
had never written an en-
trance exam before. “We
didn’t know what entrance
exams were like,” he says.
Neither hisdaily-labourer fa-
ther nor his mother finished
consider them edu-
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DREAMING BIG: These determined children were able to go to college, collect degrees, take education loans and stay in hostels

couraged me.” His MA en-
trance test results are
awaited; he hopes to teach.
Entering college isn't all
that easy for them as they are
step n a terrain no one

learn to fit in. “We are told
how to dress, how to talk and
carry ourselves by Asha.
We’re taught English,” says
Usha from Ekta Vihar who
joined Mmtreyi College in
2010. Currently, Asha is put-
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lege, of which 183 took admis-
sion this year.

Most of those who joined,
however, found that their
fears were largely unfound-
ed. Their elassmates — all

three years I spent at RLA, I
didn’t tell anyone I live in the
slums,” says Diwakar Tha-
kur. He studied BA Pro-
gramme. When his Ekta Vi-
har omins were discovered,

were merely sur- .

“I thought they would
know more, be proud. They
come from a different level,”
says Diwakar, “But they
asked for help with assign-
ments. We’d hang out.” There
were limits to socializing
though. “Sometimes they’d
want to party and I'd refuse.
Thoda manage karna padta
hai” (You have to manage a
little) “They don’t get to
know,” says Mahender, cur-
rently studying engineering
at a private institute in Noi-
da, “The only difference is
that I studied in a govern-
ment school and carry roti
from home.” With a standard
family income of Rs 100—200
aday, pocket money is always
inshort supply.

Rohit Sharma was the
first in the group to take an
education loan. Asha facili-
tated the loan and he got Rs 2
lakh for a course in anima-
tion. Those dwelling in slums
have nothing to offer as sure-
ty. Others have taken loans
since. Mahesh isstudyingen-
gineering physics at Delhi
Technological University on
a student loan. Ambedkar
Basti, with its narrow, un-
paved paths that “turn into
drains during the rains”,
families spilling out of tiny
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free, is no environment to ;
study nanotechnology in. :
Mahesh, whose mother :
works as a cleaner, stayed at :
the hostel for the first year, :
sharing a room with “an :
NRI”. “I had my own table :
and dresser. It was great,” he :
says.

Parents agree to their :
sons studying more readily :
“The pressure to get married :
is building,” says Santosh :
Bairva. She’s earned an hon- :
ours degree in political sci- :
ence with a 56%, sailed :
through the entrance test for :
amaster’s, but is holding out :
for the BEd course. Her fam- :
ily thinks she’s ready for :
marriage now that she’s a :
graduate. Santosh disagrees. :
“Iwant to make something of
my life first.” :

“The counselling at Asha :
made us confident,” says Re- :
nu Kalra from Azad basti. Di- :
lip Singh has studied in Hin- :
di-medium all along. He :
didn’t score enough in the :
language to be allowed to :
study political science in
Hindi at ARSD but English :
wasopen tohim. .

Dilip told them, “Koi na- :
hin. Kar loonga English :
mein." (Never mind, I'll :
study in English.) j
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