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They defied odds t
achieve their dreams

They may have been buffeted by the winds of adversity, but these
youngsters never gave up hopé and went on to pursue higher educatic
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ey have suffered the slings

and arrows of adversity but

have only emerged

stronger. Dismissed as the flotsam

of society, they have faced hard

knocks to make education their
ultimate goal in life.

Diwakar Thakur is one of these
youngsters from a Delh1l slum
who once lived in a small, dingy
room with a wooden sheet as a
roof. His father couldn’t afford his
education. He had no option but to
take up some menial jobs to sup-
plement the family income. And
Diwakar gradually started losing
confidence in himself. Dismayed
and dispirited, the young man
met Kiran Martin, founder of
Asha, an NGO, at a workshop and
expressed his desire to study and
go to college. The only impedi-
ment that came his way was that
he didn’t have the monetary sup-
port to do so. Diwakar is now
studying at Ram Lal Anand Col-
lege of Delhi University and
wants to pursue his MBA. It is all
because of the moral and finan-
cial support of the NGO that is
changing the lives of many
youngsters from economically
underprivileged sections of soci-
ety by helping them to stand on
their feet.

Suman, who lived in a slum in
Zakira, is now a student of Deen
Dayal Upadhyay College of Delhi
University. She also led a life of
quite desperation in a slum where

she would watch kids from well-
off families going to school with
access to all the amenities. She
even felt her dream to become a
teacher would never be fulfilled.
But with the support of the NGO,
Suman now doesn’t find it diffi-
cult to work towards achieving
her objective. Not only that, she
wants to teach kids from poor
families who can’t go to school
due to their financial limitations.

This year 170 youngsters from
slums have overcome extreme
poverty and social pressures to
be admitted to Delhi University
and other reputed private col-
leges, an extraordinary feat that
has been made possible thanks
to this NGO’s higher education
initiative. The NGO is a commu-
nity health and development so-
ciety that works with over
400,000 people in nearly 50 slum
colonies of Delhi.

Meeting these youngsters at a
function hosted by the Australian
high commissioner Peter N
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Varghese to celebrate their
mission into Delhi University
quite a revelation. Varghese
teracted with these youngs
who spoke about their new e:
rience of studying in a pre
gious university

“The NGO is doing a tren
dous job in revolutionizing
lives of poor children from slu
What is equally praiseworth:
how this movement has led 1
sense of confidence, a sense
empowerment among these k
Education has always been
key to changing lives and I beli
in its transformative power,” s
Varghese. Working in pArtners
with Asha, the Australian H
Commuission has provided fu
ing to support children thros
their final years at school, incl
ing expenses for textbooks and
tra tuition. Varghese presen
the NGO with a donation of @
¥2 lakh on behalf of the A
tralian athletes who participa
in the Commonwealth Games.




